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Tri-State Local Food Conference
	
	 Producing Sustainability: Growing Food, Growing 
Lives, Growing Economies Friday, September 4 10:00 a.m.—
4:00 p.m. Fairfield Arts and Convention Center Fairfield, Iowa 
        
Conference Highlights: 

Three conference tracks:  
Farm to Institution, Producer Innovation, Food System 
Advocates
 
Two keynote speakers: 
We’re pleased to have the inspirational Denise O’Brien 
(organic farmer and founder of Women, Food and 
Agriculture Network) and the entertaining yet educational 
Dave Swensen (Department of Economics, Iowa State 
University).  

One fabulous locally grown lunch!
  
View conference Brochure www.pathfindersrcd.com/pdf%20
files/news_Tri_State_brochure.pdf 

Registration discounts for students and Buy Fresh Buy Local 
members. Register Online webs.extension.uiuc.edu/registration/
default.cfm?RegistrationID=3045 

	 Make a weekend out of it—join us for the Fairfield 
1st Friday Artwalk www.fairfieldartwalk.org following the 
conference (two-time winner of Iowa Tourism Event of the Year) 
and the bustling Fairfield Farmers Market www.localharvest.org/
farmers-markets/M4150 Saturday morning. Both events are just 
steps away from the conference location.
	 Pack your bike and enjoy one of the many trails 
www.jeffersoncountytrails.org in Fairfield.

For more information call (641) 472-6177 or email 
detra.dettmann@ia.usda.gov

Non-Credit Course - Sick Plants and a 
Hungry World
	
	 A potato famine caused by the late blight fungus 
resulted in the death of more than a million Irish and the 
immigration of many families to the U.S. But what else in 
Ireland contributed to such changes? Throughout history, there 
have been many stories of how plant disease has helped shape 
society. Sick Plants and a Hungry World provides an opportunity 
to explore and reflect on those stories.
	 Sick Plants and a Hungry World is a non-credit 
course offered completely online through Moodle, a course 
management system. There are 10 modules with topics ranging 

from basic concepts in plant disease (such as the disease 
triangle) to prehistoric man and plant diseases, and from the 
Irish Potato Famine to bioterrorism. The course is completely 
self-paced, so you can take it anytime, anywhere. Although 
the course is designed for Master Gardeners, anyone interested 
in plants, history, and contemporary global issues will find it 
exciting.
	 Once you begin your online experience of Sick 
Plants and a Hungry World, the course will be available for 10 
weeks. Assignments consist of supplied module readings and 
self-tests. A certificate from The Ohio State University Office 
of Continuing Education will be awarded upon successful 
completion of the course. 

To register, visit osucedreg.com profile/form/index.cfm?PKform 
ID=0x15405241 and submit your payment of $35.

For more information, please contact Sarah Ellis at 
ellis.293@osu.edu or visit this web site: 
http://plantpath.osu.edu/extension.
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ISU Corn and Soybean Initiative Links 
ISU and Agribusiness to Serve Iowa Corn, 
Soybean Growers
Contact: Tamsyn Jones, (515) 294-7192, gltylka@iastate.edu	
	
	 AMES, Ia – Corn and soybean production is vital to 
Iowa’s economy. The state grows the nation’s largest corn crop, 
and routinely ranks top in soybeans. In 2008 alone, the crops 
earned the state $11.9 billion in revenue, according to USDA 
statistics.
	 To maintain this top-ranked status, and to ensure 
ongoing success of Iowa’s leading corn and soybean growers, 
Iowa State University launched the Corn and Soybean Initiative 
in December 2004. The initiative serves as a central access-point 
for information on crop production research, ISU Extension 
education and collaborations among key players in the corn and 
soybean industry.
	 “The Corn and Soybean Initiative integrates ISU’s 
applied research and extension programs, as well as our 
expertise in corn and soybean production,” said Greg Tylka, 
director of the initiative and ISU professor of plant pathology. 
“Our goal is to increase the productivity of Iowa’s corn and 
soybean growers and their global competitiveness.”
	 Equipping growers with the most up-to-date research 
and promoting profitable production practices are central 
to achieving this goal. Forging partnerships with Iowa 
agribusinesses is another key dimension.
	 “We want our extension programs to be as complete, 
convenient and coordinated as possible to better serve Iowa’s 
growers,” Tylka said. “That means seeking input from growers 
and related industries to determine if there are gaps in our 
research, and anticipate future research needs that will benefit 
corn and soybean production.”
	 Partnering with agribusiness maximizes ISU’s ability 
to share research, extension and educational resources with 
growers, he said. “The partnerships with agricultural retailers, 

commodity organizations, farm media and others in the 
agriculture industry have allowed us to extend our outreach 
much further than we were able to with the more limited 
manpower and resources we had before the initiative.”
	 The ideas guiding this novel approach to land-grant 
university extension and research are twofold: first, that a more 
open channel between ISU and private industry boosts exchange 
of ideas on needed research and ways to better serve growers; 
and second, that as Extension resources have shifted, Iowa 
agribusinesses – with their collective statewide presence and 
strong grower relationships – are uniquely poised to aid ISU in 
delivering sound crop production information to Iowa corn and 
soybean growers.
	 “We realized that Iowa State no longer had the 
resources, staff or geographic distribution to reach all growers,” 
Tylka said. 
	 Marketing research conducted by ISU before the 
initiative’s launch revealed that a majority of growers turned 
first to private-industry personnel for information, while most 
of those subsequently first turned to ISU Extension, Tylka said. 
“With the Corn and Soybean Initiative, we are just pooling these 
two groups together. We have formalized public and private 
partnerships.”
	 ISU Extension’s 13 statewide field agronomists were 
designated as partner program managers to serve as liaisons with 
initiative partners in their areas. In this way, ISU forms strong 
links with initiative partners and better targets the research needs 
of specific regions of Iowa.
	 “This has given the field agronomists a more direct link 
to Iowa growers and allowed for a two-way sharing of ideas – 
which has meant more profitability and better environmental 
protection,” said Clarke McGrath, ISU Extension field 
agronomist and head of the partner program manager system.
	 On-farm research is one mutually beneficial product of 
these partnerships. The field agronomists work with the partners 
in their areas to assess local grower needs and identify potential 
projects. 
	 Collaboration ensues: ISU and local agribusiness 
pool their expertise and resources to conduct local research 
and demonstration projects, organize educational events and 
communicate with growers; and ISU gains more available 
research space. Through ties to local farmers, partners find 
area growers willing to use a portion of their land for initiative 
research, thus allowing ISU to expand its research capability 
beyond the ISU research farms.
	 In 2007 and 2008, the initiative helped organize seven 
on-farm research projects around Iowa led by ISU Extension 
faculty, and 83 research and demonstration projects led by ISU 
Extension field agronomists.
	 Each partnership has the potential to develop its own 
unique focus. For instance, a partnership with Iowa Farmer 
Today newspaper led to a weekly crop blog on the paper’s Web 
site. ISU Extension specialists and field agronomists contribute 
weekly comments on timely topics, and the Corn and Soybean 
Initiative prepares a print story based on the week’s themes that 
is published in the paper.
	 The initiative has also worked closely with the Iowa 
Soybean Association on several outreach and educational 
projects, including a series of pocket-sized, weather-resistant 
field guides on soybean pests and diseases.
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Crop Rotation Planning Manual Now 
Available for Pre-Sale
           
	 Crop Rotation on Organic Farms: A Planning Manual 
provides an in-depth review of the applications of crop rotation-
including improving soil quality and health, and managing pests, 
diseases, and weeds. Consulting with expert organic farmers, 
the authors share rotation strategies that can be applied under 
various field conditions and with a wide range of crops. 
	 To take advantage of the pre-sale discount price of 
$16.80 plus s&h visit: www.nraes.org/nra_crof.html
 	 Published by the Natural Resource, Agriculture and 
Engineering Service (NRAES) and funded in part by SARE, the 
book includes instructions for making rotation planning maps 
and discusses the transition to organic farming.  

Other features include: 

Problems and opportunities for over 500 crop sequences 

Characteristics of more than 60 crops and 70 weeds 

Crop diseases hosted by over 80 weed species 

Modes of transmission for 250 diseases of 24 crops 

Thirteen sample four- and five-year vegetable and grain 
crop rotations 

Managing Crop Rotation Chart with key tasks & steps 

Sample worksheets and calculations 

Step-by-step procedure for determining crop rotation 
plans 

	 Scheduled for release in July of 2009, Crop Rotation on 
Organic Farms will be a valuable resource for organic farmers, 
educators, students, and professional advisors interested in the 
do’s, don’ts, how’s, and why’s of organic crop rotation. Although 
the manual will be most applicable for the Northeastern United 
States and Eastern Canada, it will also be useful in other parts of 
the U.S., Canada, and even Europe.
	 NRAES will take pre-print orders through June 15, 
2009. The book will be available in July. The pre-print price 
for 1-24 copies is $16.80 per copy plus S&H and the pre-print 
price for 25 or more copies is $14.40 per copy plus S&H. The 
list price after printing is expected to be $24 per copy. (Standard 
quantity discounts will be available after printing

	 “Any entity that serves Iowa corn and soybean growers 
and is non-university can become involved in the initiative,” 
Tylka said.
	 The initiative currently has 60 agribusiness partners 
with 341 retail outlets that serve growers in 313 Iowa 
communities.
	 Other partnerships include ISU faculty and staff 
in agronomy, entomology, plant pathology, agricultural and 
biosystems engineering, soil science and crop economics. The 
initiative links the partners and ISU field agronomists with 
campus faculty and staff, and is an efficient vehicle through 
which they can communicate corn and soybean research and 
information to growers. A newsletter keeps partners and ISU 
personnel informed of initiative research, events and news. 
	 “We work with the partners and ISU personnel involved 
in corn and soybean production in any way we can to get 
information to growers,” Tylka said. “We want to make access to 
information more convenient and timely.”
	 Forging new partner relationships and expanding 
current collaborations is an ongoing goal of the initiative. “We 
want as much statewide coverage through our partner network as 
possible,” Tylka said. 
	 “The more partners we get on board, the better we’ll 
be able to serve the growers. I can’t emphasize it enough: this 
initiative is ultimately about building the best system we can to 
serve Iowa corn and soybean growers.”
	 For more information about the Corn and Soybean 
Initiative or becoming a partner, contact Tylka at (515) 294-3021 
or by email at gltylka@iastate.edu.

Legume ipmPIPE: The Next Evolution of 
Web-based Interactive Tools for Disease 
Management and Extension Outreach  
Source: Gary D. France, APSnet Features Editor	
	
	 Interactive websites are increasingly popular for 
compiling information, as well as for information delivery. The 
Legume ipmPIPE website is described in this APSnet feature 
because it represents the next evolution of web-based interactive 
tools for disease management and cooperative extension 
outreach. Evolution of this unique and dynamic web-site resulted 
from the considerable cooperative efforts of USDA program 
leaders, University extension specialists and diagnosticians, 
private industry, and agricultural commodity groups.

The Full article is available at: 
http://www.apsnet.org/online/feature/ipmPIPE/.
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Community Gardening Toolkit	
	
	 University of Missouri Extension is pleased to 
announce that a new publication, the Community Gardening 
Toolkit, is now available for order and download at 
extension.missouri.edu/explore/miscpubs/mp0906.htm.  This 24 
page, illustrated guide is intended to be resource for Extension 
educators, agency professionals and community garden 
organizers. The toolkit offers step-by-step advice and practical 
tools for starting new community gardens, organizing and 
involving gardeners, and sustaining community gardens over 
time.
	

	 This outstanding publication was developed Bill 
McKelvey, Extension Associate in the College of Agriculture, 
Food and Natural Resources with the MU Extension Healthy 
Lifestyle Initiative.

Insecticide Options for Protecting Ash 
Trees from Emerald Ash Borer	
	
	 A new publication entitled “Insecticide Options for 
Protecting Ash Trees from Emerald Ash Borer” and authored 
by D.A. Herms, D.G. McCullough, D.R. Smitley, C.S. Sadof, 
R.C. Williamson, and P.L. Nixon is available in electronic 
format at www.ashalert.osu.edu/userfiles/NC-IPM%20EAB%20
Insecticide%20Bulletin_29May09.pdf.  Printed copies are 
available by contacting the authors.  






